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Wagner cleared of ‘double dipping’

. Atforney general's
ruling sides with
Dover lawmaker

- By Drew Volhiro
Delaware State Mews |

BCWER — The state attnrney
menergl's office has ruled that
a Daver lawmaker and Tartner
Capital  School = :
Disirict  teacher |.
was permnitted Lo q:
Jbee e duty-free 7R
" planning perod |- 4
to attend ta leg- | =
islaths matters

In a May 31
opinion issued w4
by Beputy A Mancy H,
lomey  General YWagner
Frank M. Broujos and released
Monday, the district’s conlract
language did not prokibit Rep.
Nancy H. Wagner, B-Oover, from
uging the perod for something
other than planning or teaching
activities.

Rep, Waipner has been go-
cised of  “double  dipping”

-

— drawing mao state salanes 2t
the same time, acling &s & teach-
et and ledistator &l concurrent
firmss. iy
Newark resident end farmer
Dower High driver's educstion
teachier Robert . Reeder filed a
suit last ycar, staling that the pe
riod is inlended W be a paid plan-
ning periad, noting the Capiial
School Distrcd teackers’ contract
stzfes that the "primary function”

of the peroag i= for inschool

planning.
But in the opinign, Mr, Eroujos
winle {hat “thie contract dogs not

" prohibit & teacher froem engasing

in  non-planning/non-teaching
activilies daring 1he “duty-free
planning penod” "

fep. Wagner said she hopes
the atorney general's opinion
[LS o resl any concems rased
during the past year.

“I’s clear that the allegations
are unsubstantiated ” Hep. Wag-
ner said. “Hapefully that will puot
it 10 rest. This seems pretfy con-
clusive to me.”

The opinicat was relezsed by
state Audilor K. Thomas Wagner

Jr. at part of his annual qual em-
plovtnent awdit for fiscal 2006,
The repart, Mr. Wacner said,
details whether mere are discrep-
=hcies i1 calculating - hours. be-
tween a dawmaker s full-lime joby
and their work as a legislator
“Bvery time we do 1t, thene
is going ko be some miscalcula-
tion,” Mr. Wagner said, “It can be
as much of a misceleulatian fror
the adininisirative side ax it could

‘be from the legislalar's gide.”

The sudit turned up $851.43
in dual empioyment payodts 0
e lavmmekers, four of which

‘already have been refunded and

ane.that is "in the nail.*

L. Wasner 5aid none of the
discrepancies sppesred to be de-
liherate on the legisiator’s part. -

Rep. Wagner owed 519.03
for a halfhour miscalenlation
for fiscal 2008, and she said she
mailed a check for that amount
Meonday.

Sen. Marparct Rose Henry, T-
Wilmington, har a discrepaney

" of 1L.25 hours, or $427.83, with

Delsware Technical & Commu-
iy Collepe, where she {5 acdiing

desrn of sudent services.

Bep Vincent & Lofink B-Bear,

owed $210.23 for 4.75 hours nol
recorded * propery  with Mew
Castle Coitnty Vecational Techn-
cal School District, where e s 2
schooldo-work coordinator.
©And two [Department of La-
bor employees owed 54237 znd
$151.57 for timekeeping prob-
it ; :

Mr. Wagner ssicd he did oot
kmow e names of the baa 1s-
bor department workers znd he
could not resch the suditor who
prepared the report Mondsy af-
Lemraan.

Three jeghlalors — Senate
Meiorly Leader Sen, Aithany I,
Delura, House Minadty Whip
Rep. Heléne M. Keeley and Rep.
John L Viola, all upstate Dremo-
erabts == wiork for the depan-
trenl. ;

I all irest ances, 1l state aEen-
cies sdjusted the fegislators' pay,
campensalion times or leave,

Sraff reriter Drcu Volture
carn Be reocfied of TEI-B2860

or.doslure @mersmep.com.



